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Our Mission 

To provide a safe and positive learning environment that provides students with stimulating experiences that encourage educational 

excellence while promoting high self-esteem and respect for the uniqueness of others. 
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Important Dates 
MARCH 
              15 PTA – Seasons Pizza Family Dinner Night 

 19-23 Book Fair 
         22 PTA Meeting 6:00 pm 
  Book Fair & Maker Faire 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
               26 PTA – Joe Corbi order pickup 4-6 pm 
                     29 3rd Marking Period Ends 
  SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 PM 
                 NO PM PRE K CLASS 
                    30    SCHOOL CLOSED – SPRING BREAK 
A LOOK AHEAD TO APRIL 
                     2    SCHOOL CLOSED – SPRING BREAK 
                     3    School Reopens 
   16 ,23 & 30  PTA Zumba with Karlo 6-6:45 pm 
                   18   Kindergarten Roundup 
      19   Report Cards Distributed 
                   20   Grandparent’s Day 9am -11am 
                   23   School Picture Day 
                   26   Talent Show 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE                 

 
 
 

           
Dear Cedarmere Families, 
           
I truly believe that the home/school partnership is the foundation of success for any child and an 
important element to successful schools.  I thank you for all the time you devote to your child’s 
education.  Time is precious!  One of the best ways to give a child the gift of time is to spend time 
reading to them.  All elementary aged children benefit greatly from having a family member read to 
them and with them every single day.  You can reread stories that they have read in school or read your 
favorite stories from your childhood.  If you speak a language other than English, please continue to 
read to your child in your first language.  Enjoy every precious minute that you are able to spend reading 
with your child.  They grow up so quickly and these will be moments that you treasure. 
 
As always, thank you for your support and partnership in the education of our children. 
 
With warm regards,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Laurie Brown  
                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
School Status Information Line 443-809-5555. 

 Please use the resources below for up to date information about closings, delays, cancellations and 

postponements. 

 BCPS Now for Android and iOS 

 BCPS Web Home Page links to page displaying emergency announcements 

 BCPS TV, Comcast Cable Channel 73 & Verizon Fios Channel 34 

 BCPS Telephone Information 443-809-5555 

 Local radio and television stations 

 Schools-out.com 

 

https://www.bcps.org/mobile/


Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio and 
television stations and other media including the Internet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We acknowledge birthdays every day at Cedarmere on the morning announcements.  Every child 
receives a birthday sticker.  In order to support a healthy lifestyle and avoid food allergy issues, we ask 
that you refrain from sending in any food for any celebrations.  In order to celebrate your child’s 
birthday or any celebration, please consider “goodies” like pencils, erasers, or stickers.  You may also 
consider donating a book to the classroom library in your child’s honor.  Perhaps a board game or puzzle 
to be played during indoor recess would help the celebration continue throughout the year.  Thank you 
for understanding how important a healthy lifestyle is for our students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Math Homework Helpers 
 

Math Homework Helpers is a LIVE program, staffed by teachers, that is available to help your child with 

their math homework. It airs on WEDNESDAYS from 4:30-5:30 PM on BCPS-TV (Comcast channel 73 or 

Verizon channel 34). Every caller wins a prize and has the opportunity to spin the prize wheel for a 

bonus prize. In order to get through to the show, you must call 410-494-1459 during the scheduled time. 

We hope you take advantage of this program! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

NEW STUDENTS 

2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten/First Grade Round-Up has been scheduled for 2018.  Children born between September 2, 

2012 and September 1, 2013 will be kindergarten age for the 2018-2019 school year and should attend 

Round-up.  Children presently enrolled in the prekindergarten program at Cedarmere do not need to 

attend Kindergarten Round-up.  Children born between September 2, 2011 and September 1, 2012, and 

presently in a private kindergarten program who plan to attend Cedarmere for first grade next year will 

also need to register on April 18, 2018. 

 

Screening for prekindergarten age students will be held on May 4, 2018.  Children born between 

September 2, 2013 and September 1, 2014 are eligible to apply for the prekindergarten program.  Code 

of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) mandate that automatic eligibility for a prekindergarten program will 

occur when a child meets the age of entry guidelines and is at least one of the following: 

 

 Is from an economically disadvantaged background (i.e. eligible for free or reduced-price meal 
program as established by the U.S. Department of Agriculture). 

 Is homeless 
 

In addition, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provides that a child is automatically 

eligible for prekindergarten if the child: 

 Has been identified through the IEP team process with the development of an IEP as 
necessitating special education classroom instruction within a general education setting. 

 

Children who do not meet the automatic criteria for eligibility listed above will be considered for 

prekindergarten enrollment based upon availability of space and prioritized criteria. 

 

An information sheet will be sent home with your child.  We would appreciate you sharing this 

information with neighbors who would not receive a newsletter, but have children who would be 

eligible to attend Cedarmere next school year.  Early registration helps us in planning effectively for the 

upcoming school year. The information sheets are also provided on the website and at the end of this 

newsletter. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Cheri Brown at 410-887-1100. 



 
.  

 

Be “Patient” 
Virtue of the Month for March 

 
 

This month’s virtue is to be “patient”.  Hopefully we can all incorporate this value into our daily lives.  

Being patient means the capacity to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or suffering without getting angry 

or upset.  In our daily lives there is a great need for patience.  Together we can help our Cedarmere 

children develop this very important life skill.  Conversations with your children about their day will more 

than likely give you an opportunity to discuss ways to show patience toward others as well as to have 

patience in certain situations.  Discussing these situations is important so children completely understand 

their options in how to develop this virtue.  We can also teach by example; adults can share situations in 

their own lives and explain how they were patient or how they hope to be more patient the next time a 

similar situation occurs.  Together, let’s use every opportunity we can to teach the virtue of patience.  

 

Mrs. Frantz’s Class has patience.   
 

I am patient when: 

 
I am waiting for my bus to be called.  (Megastar) 

My mom is on the phone and I want to ask her a question.  (Joshua) 

My bus is called so I can go home.  (Evan) 
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I want to get a drink.  (Azaria) 

I push the button and go up in the elevator.  (Jeremy) 

My sister gets off of the swings.  (Fatima) 

I don’t touch my dog at home.  (Marissa) 

Some person is using a marker at the “Coloring Club”.  (Sergi) 

I go to New York and pack all the stuff I need.  (Holden) 

I am waiting for the doors to open when I am the first person at school.  (Wilfredo) 

I wait for my food.  (Kenyon) 

My mom says to be patient when she is not done cooking.  (Alison) 

The busses are called.  (Bryan) 

I am waiting for my turn.  (Amari) 

I am in my house waiting for the mailman to come.  (Alannah) 

I am doing the survey and waiting for my bathroom turn.  (Tise) 

Night comes because the moon has to sleep and we have to work.  (Ember) 

My mom tells me to wait my turn to feed my dog.  (Farrah) 

I raise my hand and wait my turn.  (Jared) 

I go to my mom’s work.  (Antwan) 

I wait for a puppy because we don’t have any time.  (Siannah) 

I get a paper from Ms. Frantz.  (Xavier) 

I wait for something like math or lunch.  (Braylen) 

Sergi comes to play with me.  (Kendyl) 

I touch my dog at home.  (Marissa) 

Ms. Frantz calls our group and when I am in the cafeteria line.  (Kelsey) 

I am at dismissal.  (Bjorn) 

  

 

Chris Millirons 

School Counselor 

cmillirons@bcps.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire’s Poppin’ Popcorn 

Coming Soon! 
 

Claire’s “Poppin’ Popcorn” Fundraiser will begin in April, 2018.  Packets will come home with 

the students.  The popcorn fundraiser will run for 3 weeks.  The brochure that will be coming 

home includes:  a large variety of popcorn flavors, candy, nuts, and other snacks.  This 

fundraiser will benefit the “Student Learning Centered Environment”.  We are looking forward 



to this wonderful fundraiser and the delicious snacks it includes.  Once the packets come home, 

please direct any questions to Chris Millirons, School Counselor.   

 

Thank you, 

Chris Millirons, School Counselor 

cmillirons@bcps.org 

 

 

 

 

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Earn cash for our school! 

Save your box tops and send them to school. 

 

Clip Box Tops from hundreds of participating brands.  The Box Tops will be collected in every classroom 

and each quarter the two classes with the most Box Tops will win a prize.  It is so easy for our school to 

earn additional funds for our children.  

 

1. Clip Box Tops from Hundreds of your favorite products.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our 
school.  Some are worth more.  

2. Send the Box Tops to school with your child and they can deposit them in a collection bag in 
each classroom.  The Box Tops are collected throughout the year and sent to Box Tops for 
Education. 

3. Twice a year, Box tops for Education will send our school a check. 
4. We collect Box Tops all year long.  Also save them over the summer and send them to school in 

September.   
 

Visit boxtops4education.com for more information. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Millirons, School Counselor. 

cmillirons@bcps.org 
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Cedarmere Families, 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s time to order your child’s 2017-2018 yearbook! The first-ever 

yearbook club worked very hard to create a student-centered yearbook!  Yearbooks are $18 

each. PLEASE NOTE: Cedarmere only accepts cash for the yearbooks. NO CHECKS WILL BE 

ACCEPTED. You can also order online at YBPay.lifetouch.com with code 1979018. Yearbooks are 

expected to be delivered by the end of May. 

Thank you for your support! 

Mrs. Cinquegrani & the Yearbook Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PTA NEWS  
 
 

 

Greetings and may the luck of the Irish be with you! The PTA is back in full swing this month and we 

need your help!  We are currently looking for volunteers to help with the book fair from March 19th to 

the 23rd.  Hours available are from 8:30 to 3. If you are able to volunteer, please contact Summer 

Quisgard at 240-434-9765 or squisgard4@gmail.com.  At the last book fair we raised over $3000 for our 

library!  There will be fliers coming home with a new feature for the book fair.  You can load money 

under your child's name, and they can redeem it at the fair for books!!  Hope to see you soon!  

 

 

March Events: 

Seasons Pizza Family Dinner Night March 15th  

Spring Book Fair March 19th -24th  

PTA General Meeting March 22rd 6pm, and shop the Book Fair from 6:30-8 pm  

mailto:squisgard4@gmail.com


Joe Corbi order pick up date March 26th 4-6pm  

 

A look ahead to April : 

Zumba with Karlo- April 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th from 6-6:45pm  

      All ages welcome.  Free for PTA Members, and non-members pay $2 for children and $3 for adults. 

Paint Night date to announced 

Bingo date to be announced  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 
All volunteer training now takes place online, at your own discretion. Every person who plans on 
attending a school field trip or event must be an approved volunteer. Once you complete the online 
training you must print your volunteer application and the certificate of completion and bring it in to 
the main office to Mrs. Millirons. The training only takes about 15 minutes to complete, and must be 
completed every year. Log onto the official Baltimore County Public Schools website, 
http://www.bcps.org.  Locate the “Community” tab under the heading.  Open the community tab and 
scroll down to “Volunteer with BCPS”.  Follow the directions under “Volunteer Instructions”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MUSIC CONTEST 
 
 

Motivate, Create, Participate and Celebrate March with Music in the Schools 

Month…. 

 

During March, Mrs. Brumbalow is sponsoring the 2nd Annual Cedarmere Elementary 

"Homemade Instrument" Contest. Instruments can be constructed from any materials, but must 

http://www.bcps.org/


be student created. Students will have a lesson on what a homemade instrument is and how to 

find great ideas such as egg shaker maracas and paper tube rainsticks.  

 

All grades and students are encouraged to participate! The class with the most individual 

student submissions will receive a pizza party! Submissions for the contest can be dropped off 

to Mrs. Brumbalow, any morning after the announcements. 

The deadline for the contest is Wednesday, March 21st.  

 

 Students, please label your instrument with your First and Last Name, and your HOMEROOM 

Teachers name. Instruments will be judged by grade level. Awards will be given for first, 

second, and third place in each grade. School wide awards will also be given in several 

categories such as Best in Show, Most Creative, and Best Sound. 

 

All participants will be recognized and winners will be announced at school and in our next 

school newsletter. Good luck! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NURSE’S CORNER  
 

 

Spring has not sprung but certain allergens are beginning to grow!  Are you sneezing, coughing, or 

blowing your nose? Are your eyes itching or tearing?  Is your throat itchy or sore?  Have your asthma 

symptoms increased? If so, you may be the victim of allergies.  

 People with allergies do best when they work with their health care provider to anticipate the bad 

times and take simple steps to minimize exposure to allergens.  

 Begin taking allergy medications early in the season; some medications need to be started up to 

two or three weeks before they’re effective (speak with your health care provider). Mark on your 

calendar each year when you feel the first symptoms so you can get an idea when you need to 

start medication the next season.  

 See your health care provider if you or your child is: uncomfortable due to allergy symptoms 

or when you have increased asthma symptoms. Please provide the school nurse emergency 

medications for asthma or life threatening allergies (please refer to the medication policy 

in the Student Handbook and calendar.   

Allergy symptom tips: 

1. Stay indoors when pollen count is high 

2. Before coming in from outside brush off your clothing to remove excess pollen, even if you don’t 

see it! 

3. Blow your nose 
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4. Wash hands with soap and water 

5. Wash face off with cool water 

6. Take a drink of water 

Tips to help beat the allergy blues at home: 

 Keep windows to your house and car closed.  Use air conditioning and set car ventilation to 

recirculate 

 Check internet for daily pollen counts and limit outdoor activity when pollen count is high, as well 

as on windy days 

 Use the dryer to dry clothing and linens instead of hanging them outside to dry 

 Pet fur can carry pollen into the house.  Wipe your pet’s fur down before it comes inside. 

 Keep your lawn short to prevent pollination 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY NEWS!  
 

 Cedarmere school website, http://cedarmerees.bcps.org, it is filled with current and future 
events that are happening at school. Other information will help direct you to how to volunteer 
in our schools.  You never have to worry about misplacing the Panther Paw newsletter again; 
the current issue is posted each month.    

 

 PTA’s new website http://www.thecedarmerepta.org.  It is full of information.  You can even 
join the PTA online!  Also don’t forget to like us on Facebook, the page is Cedarmere Panthers.  
These are great portals to communicate or just to browse what is happening at our school!   

 

 Don’t forget the Parent University Portal, you can access using this URL 
http://www.bcps.org/parentu/ or go to the BCPS.org webpage and click on the Parents heading.  
This site has information about health, personal growth, and information to help support your 
child’s learning.    

 

 Please check these sites out and bookmark them into your favorites for easy access. 
o http://cedarmerees.bcps.org 
o http://www.thecedarmerepta.org 
o http://bcpsone.bcps.org 
o http://www.bcps.org/parentu/ 
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VISITORS 

 
 
 

“The safety of all students and staff in Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) is of utmost 
importance to all of us. Our school, as well as all Baltimore County Schools, is utilizing a visitor 
check-in system. The system is called V-soft by Raptor otherwise known as Raptor. The information 
collected will not be shared outside of the school and is stored on a secure server.  
When you visit our school for the first time, you will be asked to present government issued photo 
identification (ID) or a driver’s license to a staff member in our main office. The ID will be scanned 
and your photo, name, and date of birth will be extracted. This information will be utilized to log you 
in and compare your information against the national sexual offender database. Once your ID is 
scanned and you are cleared, a visitor pass will be printed for you. You must wear your ID in a visible 
location while in the building. You will need only to show your ID on future visits. You are to check 
out with the office staff upon completion of your business so that we know you are no longer in the 
building.  
If you do not want your ID scanned, the only alternative to this process is to allow staff to see your 
ID to verify your name and date of birth so that this information can be manually entered into the 
system. This method does not store information. Therefore, you must go through this process each 
time you visit the school. If you refuse to show your ID, you will be denied access to the school.  
If you are matched to any of the National Sex Offender Registry, you will be denied access to the 
school. Only the principal can override this decision and identify conditions under which you may 
visit.  
Your assistance in keeping our students and staff safe is appreciated.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMOKING 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools is committed to providing a healthy, comfortable, and productive 
environment for its students and employees. The use of tobacco in any form in the school building, on 
school property (including the parking lot), and at school-sponsored functions (including field trips) is 
prohibited at all times. 

 

 

 



 
 

The Lost and Found is located outside of the cafeteria.  Please check this area if your child is missing a 
jacket, sweatshirt, gloves, etc.  There are many nice articles of clothing, as well as other items.  Every 
quarter we donate the articles, so soon all of the items will be gone. 

 
 
 
 

THE PANTHER PAW NEWSLETTER  
 

The Panther Paw Newsletter will be published once a month on the second Wednesday of every month. 
It will contain a calendar of events for that month and the following month as well as other important 
information concerning our school.  We encourage you to read the newsletter and post the calendars on 
your refrigerator to refer to them throughout the month.  In our effort to go green and reduce the 
amount of paper we use, we are planning to send our newsletters electronically through your email 
address if provided to the school and our school website http://cedarmerees.bcps.org. 
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